
 

  



 

  

  
  

  

From Mr Peter Hehir         Assistant Principal  

  

School Behaviour Initiative – Choices Room  
To support student behaviour in our school we have a Positive Behaviour Plan which outlines our values, 

expectations and processes when dealing with behaviour. As mentioned previously, we already have a Matrix of 

behaviour expectations and we recognise and encourage good behaviour through our “Hero” Charts.  
  

An initiative we are introducing this year is our “Choices Room”. If a student’s behaviour moves past our Level 1 

behaviour (which is dealt with by the Class teacher), we now have a “Choices Room” where Level 2 behaviour is 

addressed. It will be held at lunchtime on Tuesdays and Fridays and the children who are sent to the Choices Room 

will be supervised through a process of reflective practices where they reflect on their behaviour and think about 

how they might behave differently. Parents will be notified if children attend the Choices Room.   
  

Level 3 behaviour which is at a more serious level will continue to be referred to the Administration team for further 

investigation and action and our SBSS program, which records behaviour incidents, will continue to be an important 

part of our processes of monitoring and supporting student behaviour.   
  

We believe that the Choices Room will be another support for our children in improving their behaviour and, 

therefore, their learning. We already have clear, fair and consistent processes in place and we are hoping that this 

will add a further support process to our school Behaviour Plan. We will review this initiative later in the term to 

ensure it is meeting the student’s needs and aligning with its purpose.    
  



 

  

  

  

  

From Mrs Kim Barrett-Coade      A.P.R.E.       (Assistant Principal Religious Education)  

  
  

*Reach Out and Beyond this Lenten season*  
  

  
At next Monday’s assembly, we will launch the 2018 Project Compassion campaign. Through 

our ‘Laps for Life and Laundry’ venture, we will raise money to support the poor and 

underprivileged of our local community and the world.   

Each week the children will learn how different communities throughout the world are 

benefitting from the money raised through Project Compassion projects like our ‘Laps for Life 
and Laundry’   

  

Laps for Life and Laundry  

Also, next Wednesday, each student will bring home a donation card attached to an envelope and 

letter explaining our ‘Laps for Life and Laundry’ venture.   

The children are asked to gather monetary donations for a one-hour walk. The school community  

will walk together for an hour (approx. 9:30am-10:30am), on the last day of this term, 29th March, to raise 

awareness and money for the many projects and programs assisting the destitute throughout the world supported 

by Caritas.  We will also be donating some of the money raised to Orange Sky Laundry – a Brisbane based charity 

that washes the clothes of the homeless restoring dignity, worth and be a friendly ear to listen.   

  

Hopefully, throughout the walk the students will realise that some children walk this distance 

and more every day just for water and, if they are lucky, to go to school. The things we take for 

granted are staggering.  
  

Last year we, Holy Spirit Primary, raised over $8000 WOW!  
  

Class Masses  
We often are asked what time school masses (Year 3-6) and Liturgies (Prep- Year 2) are in the church. As a rule, 

masses are at 9.30am and liturgies are at 9:30am. Occasionally this may change but we will inform you well in 

advance  

  



 

Blessings Kim  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Fruits of the Spirit Award Recipient  

  
CONGRATULATIONS EMILY  Year 4 Peace  

  

Emily is a student who regularly displays the Fruits of the Spirit at Holy Spirit School. 

She is a very happy, optimistic class member who has a warm, joyful presence in the 

Four Peace class community.   

Emily follows school expectations by being respectful, safe and responsible, and is also a 

hardworking learner. She is cooperative and interacts well with her peers during group 

activities and within social settings.   

Recently, Emily assisted a distressed younger student during play time. Her kind and 

gentle manner towards this student is an example of her caring nature and willingness 

to help others in times of need. Emily’s actions are also a wonderful illustration of this 

year’s theme ‘Reach Out and Beyond’.   

  
Congratulations on a well-deserved Fruit of the Spirit medal Emily!  

  

  

Loving Learning: Curriculum and Literacy News  

  

Excellent Learning and Teaching, Week 5, Term 1, 2018  
  

Dear Families of Holy Spirit,  
  

As we hit the halfway mark of Term 1, we are proud of the children’s application and efforts in their schoolwork.  

We thank the teachers too, for their work in providing engaging and relevant learning opportunities.  
  

Reading Retreat  

We held our first Reading Retreat last Thursday morning before school. Children, parents and care-givers are 

welcome to come and share a book together before starting the school day (Thursdays, 8:10am, Friendship Place).  
  



 

Book Request  

 A Brisbane newspaper presently has a book promotion. If you end up with additional copies from relatives or 
friends, donations of these books to the Reading Retreat would be appreciated. Please send to the library for the 
attention of Mrs Foley and Mrs Lewis.  
  

North Cluster Symposium  

 Last week I attended this annual event with the Leadership Team. Key messages included having clarity around 
our endeavours in teaching and learning. When we share a clear direction of ‘what we are on about’, the sense of 
purpose and motivation will create good outcomes for our students. Thank you to Mr Demspey for giving me the 
opportunity to attend the conference. Mrs Michela Lewis.  
  

NAPLAN  

The Year 3 and 5 students will participate in this national testing next term (15, 16, 17th May, 20018). Please do not 

plan any events or appointments for students on these days.  
  

Writing  

Reading and writing are complementary skills and they are learnt in tandem. We have focused on reading for the 

first few weeks of our articles and now shift to some thoughts about student writing.  
  

Why is being able to write important?   

• Writing is useful- we use it daily for forms, notes, lists, emails, work tasks, school tasks.  

• Writing is one way students can demonstrate what they can recall, summarise and analyse.  

• Writing can be a part of one’s employment.  

• Through writing, we can keep in touch with others.  

• Writing can be a way to express our thoughts, opinions, ideas and emotions.  

• We can record important events.   
  

Set up a writing space at home:  

As parents and care-givers, you can provide a space for writing at home, such as a table or desk, with good 
lighting. Also provide materials on which the child can write: paper (ruled and unruled), cardboard, blank cards, 
post-it notes, jotter pads, labels, whiteboard, chalkboard. Include a variety of things to write with, including 
pencils, felt pens, crayons, whiteboard markers, and stationery items such as a stapler, eraser, sharpener and 
scissors. Praise efforts and make writing purposeful and fun. Thank you for your interest in, and support of, our 
endeavours.  
  

Kind regards,  

Marianna Foley, P-2 Literacy Leader and Michaela Lewis, Primary Learning Leader  

DATE CLAIMER! PREP AND YEAR 1 READING WORKSHOPS  
 When:  Tuesday 6th March       

 Where:   School Resource Centre  

Two session available, but you only need to attend one:   



 

EITHER 8.45am-9.30am OR 6.30pm-7.15pm  
  

Helpful and excellent information will be shared by motivated and 

enthusiastic presenters.  

  
Younger children are welcome to the morning session.  

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided.  Lucky 

Door Prize!  

  

Keep an eye out for information which will be sent on Monday to Prep and Year 

1 parents. You will be asked to indicate which session you will be attending.  

  
We are looking forward to meeting many of you.  Michaela and Marianna   
  
  

An Announcement from BCE Head Office  

  

Catholic secondary college planned for Fitzgibbon  

   

Brisbane Catholic Education has purchased a property on Beams Rd at Fitzgibbon on which it will open 

a co-educational Catholic secondary college. It is anticipated that the new college may open in 2022, 

though this is subject to change as it depends upon a range of factors such as projected demand, 

government approvals and capital funding. The new college is required to meet the increase in student 

numbers throughout the northern suburbs and will be the only co-educational Catholic  

 

college in the region (the closest existing co-educational colleges being at Mitchelton and Mango Hill).   

It will allow children currently attending Catholic primary schools to continue their education in a local, high-quality secondary 
college. When an opening date is finalised, we will advise all parents of this and of the enrolment application procedure to 
secure a place in the new college.   
Priority will be given to students of local Catholic primary schools.   

  

  

  

School Snippets  

  

SUPPORT-A-READER PROGRAM  

Last call for parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, neighbours… who have been considering joining our band 

of SAR volunteers as training will be held very soon. Training for SAR is held in a calm and relaxed setting. 

If you have an hour to spare, once a week, and can assist four young people with their reading – PLEASE 

consider giving your time.  

We are happy to fit into your schedule. Please contact the office and ask for Carmel Kuhr or Kym Levinson.  



 

They will be delighted to hear from you.   

2017 WOOLWORTHS ‘EARN AND LEARN’ PROMOTION  

Thankyou for collecting the Woolworths Earn & Learn stickers last 

year. The resources have arrived and have been very well received 

by the children and the teachers.  We were able to exchange the 

stickers for  -   

  
  
  
  
  

Year 5 News  

  

"On Friday the 16th February, the local firemen came to Year Five and informed them about fire safety. We learnt that they 
do one training every week even though they are very experienced fire fighters! I learnt that you should always have a plan 
ready to go and if you are involved or near a bushfire you should put a sprinkler on your roof to protect your house from an 
ember attack. We also talked about radiant heat and perfect fuel for fire such as low humidity, scorching heat and long 
fields of grass." By Riley 5 Spirit  
  

"On Friday the 16th February, some people form the 
Queensland Fire Service came to Holy Spirit School to talk to 
the students in Year Five about fire safety.  
In the hall, the firefighters talked to the Year Five students 
about how people stay safe in bushfires. They told us about 
how firefighters act proactively to try as much as possible to 
prevent a bushfire. it means that if a bushfire does occur, its 
effect would be reduced. Ways they do this are by 
backburning, removing fuel for bushfires (sticks, leaves)." 
By Coen 5 Spirit  
  

  

  

  

  

                Maths Equipment to be distributed amongst the classes  

                Two big books – Roadworks and Firefighters  

programmable robots which I’m sure will be huge hit.  

 Kate Bennett, Teacher Librarian  

  

  

  
  



 

DATE CLAIMERS  

  

P&F FAMILY PHOTO DAY  

Would you like a lovely updated family photo? Please note Saturday 21st April in your calendar as the P&F 

have booked a Family Photo day fundraiser. Details will follow shortly. What a great Mother’s Day gift 

idea!  

  

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY  

School Photo Day will be held on Wednesday 27th June.   

  

  

Memories of Year 6 Camp  

  

This week’s camp recounts are from the Year 6 Mind class.  

  

By Katerina  

It was three days before camp and I was nervous.  I had been on a camp before 

when I was in Girls Guides.  I mildly disliked it.  Why I was scared of this one was 

because I didn’t want to repeat myself.  At school, I had to sign in and we walked 

onto the bus. When we finally got there we got off and had to talk to the leaders.  

For my gender there was 1 small dorm and 1 big dorm at the camp.  There were 3 

different areas.  The food there was delicious.  We had food like hamburgers and 

waffles.  My favourite activity was the raft building.  I sunk the entire raft, 

untied all the knots single handedly, by accident.  There was screaming from that 

point onwards until we reached dry land.  We were at Luther Heights Youth camp 

and 1 thing I learnt about was inteam challenges.  We were taught 3 leadership 

skills.  I also learnt about KFC – Kids Fattening Centre, kindness, fun and finally cooperation.  We had a tank game 

where it was sort of like video games.   1 was the commander and 1 was the tank who wore a blindfold.  The 

commander told the tank which way it was to get to a ball.  Another then told them where to shoot stuff.  There 

was a twist, it was the landmines.  We had a sweet group leader called Mrs Brennan.  I learned 1 thing from the 

camp…. There is always someone who has some opinion of something …. Just like yours.  This is the end of my report.    

  

By Ram  

On the 6th of February the whole of Year 6 went to the Luther Heights Youth Camp at Coolum. I was really excited to 

go because I thought it would be really fun and filled with new experiences. We 

went for 4 days and 3 nights.The activities we did on camp were Team Challenge, 

the Crate Climb, the Flying Fox, Medium Ropes, Beach Games, Surfing, and Body 

Boarding. My favourite activity was the Flying Fox because it was really fun and 

exciting. My group camp leader was Bella. She was really nice and encouraging.  I  

slept in the big boy’s dorm with most of the boys and we had Mr G, watching over 

us.   During the camp I learnt that Steven is a daredevil and wanted to do every 

activity. I also learnt that Hayden is really brave, and that Zayden always gives 

everything a go, even though he might be nervous. Now that I’ve been on camp I  



 

feel more mature and accomplished. Some of the leadership skills I learnt on camp were; teamwork, trust, and problem 

solving skills. I really surprised myself when I went upside down on the Flying Fox. Overall I really enjoyed my Year 6 

Camp experience! It was awesome!   

  

By Kye  

This year the whole of Year 6 went to Luther Heights Youth Camp at Coolum for 4 days and 3 nights. At first I felt 

anxious about where we were going, what we would eat and where we would sleep.  But afterwards, I didn’t want to 

leave.   

Some of the activities we did were; surfing, boogie boarding, riding the flying fox, raft building, medium ropes and 

team challenges 1 and 2. My favourite was the flying fox because it was fun.  We also got to go backwards, upside down 

and the coffin-drop.  Also everyone was encouraging other people to do it.  My camp leader was Mrs Levinson and 

Jesse.  Mrs Levinson was with us and she was encouraging everyone to try and overcome our fears.  Jesse did the same 

and he did the best explaining about each activity, including how to work as a team.  We slept 

in bunkbeds in a dorm. There were 4 bunk beds in smaller areas of a room full of boys.  I 

shared a room with Tom P, Tavion, and Eohan.  Three things that I learnt about my friend 

Xavier, is that he is a good teammate. He helps people put out the equipment and he is a true 

leader. Since I have been on camp, I feel better than normal and I’ve become a little braver 

than I usually am.  Some of the leadership skills I have learnt are; how to be encouraging and 

working as a team.  Some of the things I learnt about myself are; I am supportive, I encourage 

others and that I helped my team so the things they didn’t want to do.   The things that 

surprised me was that I went backwards on the flying fox and I did it twice after I felt 

anxious about going on it.  When I did ride it, I realized it wasn’t as bad as I thought.   

I had a really good time on camp and I hope to go back there soon.       

        

  

Assembly  

  

Congratulations to the students who received their class award at this week’s assembly:  

  



 

 
  

Congratulations to the following students who will receive an Italian Award at assembly next Monday 26th February:  

 • Charlotte  

• Will  

• Laura  

• Hannah  

• Alex  

• Noah  

  

Congratulations to the students who will be receiving their class award at next Monday’s assembly. Assembly starts at 2.05pm 

and held in the school hall. All are welcome.  

  

Class  Recipient  Recipient  

Prep Mind  Dougie   

1 Heart  Millie Joseph  

1 Mind  Daisy  Emily  

1 Spirit  Ruby-Jean    

1 Peace  Mac    

2 Heart  Ailish   

2 Mind  Cooper   

2 Peace  Jacqueline    

3 Spirit  Amy    

3 Peace  Molly    

4 Heart  Emily   Jordan   

4 Mind  Reshmi  Leyon  

4 Spirit  Timothy    

4 Peace  David    

5 Spirit  Lincoln  Mackenzie  

5 Mind  Georgina     

  



 

6 Heart  Jake   Ava  

6 Mind  Lily    

6 Spirit  Thomas     

  

Tuckshop Report      

  

Heartfelt thanks to Kellie, Edmund and Mary for pitching in on what was a challenging day in the Tuckshop last Friday.  

IT issues caused problems, and we were unaware orders had been missed or were incomplete, until eating time.  

We apologise for any confusion. We pride ourselves on providing great service to your children.  

If your child told you there was a problem with their order, or they did not receive it al all, please just let me know.  

  

Thank you to the volunteers on roster next week:  

Thursday  22nd February    Penny, Jenny, Mary  

Friday    23rd February    Michelle, Leanne, Penny  

Monday  26th February    Blanche  

Wednesday  28th February    Penny  

Thursday  1st March    Penny, help needed please  

Friday   2nd March    Roslyn, Penny, Michelle  

  

Have a great week and keep smiling, Sharyn Mula.  

  


